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CHAPTER 1—THE 1920’S 

It is impossible to understand the 1930s without looking at the previous decade—more particularly at the period since the end of WWI, since history is a continuum, but much of what happened in the 30s, from the top-down and from the bottom-up, was both a product of, and a reaction to, the laissez-faire capitalism of the “roaring” 1920s—many of the famous individuals and groups that arose during the 20s became more prominent in the 1930s
The economic upward spiral continued until 1929. There were five main sources of the 1920s economic boom:

1. Effects of World War I on technology 

2. Scientific management: "Taylorism" 

3. Rapid increase in worker productivity 

4. Psychology of consumption 

5. Relations between the federal government and big business 

1. Effect of WWI on Technology.

During the war, a significant labor shortage, combined with the need for increased production, necessitated new, more efficient methods of production. The War stimulated a number of old industries, such as petroleum and steel, and helped create a host of new industries, such as plastic and rayon production. One measure of these accelerated technological changes is the money spent on new machinery for industry. In 1915, the total annual expenditure was $600 million, which grew to $2.5 billion by 1918. 

2. Scientific management known popularly as "Taylorism."

"Taylorism" with its mathematical formula for labor, streamlining of tasks, and increase in production. In the 1920s, American industries implemented scientific management on a grand scale, pouring millions of dollars into industrial research.

3. Rapid increase in worker productivity
As scientific management and new technology increased worker productivity, workers earned higher wages and became better consumers. A new innovation appeared: the installment plan, which encouraged Americans to build up debt in order to buy consumer goods.
4. Psychology of consumption

In a variety of ways, Americans wanted to get rich, and to do so with little effort. Thorsten Veblen, an economist, published The Theory of the Leisure Class in 1898. The book reached a wide American audience during the 1920s because it spoke directly to the psychology of American consumption.  Veblen, in fact, introduced the now-familiar term "conspicuous consumption," which seemed to embody the cultural mindset of post World War I America--by the late 1920s, America’s business and political elite had found a way to defuse the dual threat of stagnating economic growth and a radicalized working class in what one industrial consultant called “the gospel of consumption”
           The apparent tidal wave of new consumer goods and what appeared to be a healthy appetite for their consumption among the well-to-do, industrialists were worried. They feared that the frugal habits maintained by most American families would be difficult to break. Perhaps even more threatening was the fact that the industrial capacity for turning out goods seemed to be increasing at a pace greater than people’s sense that they needed them.

         It was this latter concern that led Charles Kettering, director of General Motors Research, to write a 1929 magazine article called “Keep the Consumer Dissatisfied.” He wasn’t suggesting that manufacturers produce shoddy products. Along with many of his corporate cohorts, he was defining a strategic shift for American industry—from fulfilling basic human needs to creating new ones. 

         In a 1927 interview with the magazine Nation’s Business, Secretary of Labor James J. Davis provided some numbers to illustrate a problem that the New York Times called “need saturation.” Davis noted that “the textile mills of this country can produce all the cloth needed in six months’ operation each year” and that 14 percent of the American shoe factories could produce a year’s supply of footwear. The magazine went on to suggest, “It may be that the world’s needs ultimately will be produced by three days’ work a week.”
      In Only Yesterday, Frederick Lewis Allen states that the radio and the automobile were the most important changes in the 1920s—http://xroads.virginia.edu/~Hyper/Allen/Cover.html   

“It was now possible in the United States for more people to enjoy the same good show at the same time than in any other land on earth or at any previous time in history. Mass production was not confined to automobiles; there was mass production in news and ideas as well. For the system of easy nation-wide communication which had long since made the literate and prosperous American people a nation of faddists was rapidly becoming more widely extended, more centralized, and more effective than ever before.”

Economic Effects of the Automobile:

1) Promoted growth of other industries. Especially petroleum, rubber, and steel—by the 1930s, 25% of all workers were in the auto industry. 

2) Helped fuel the creation of a national system of highways. Automobiles required better roads. After WWI, federal funds became available for building highways and a major industry was born and increased the importance of the federal government. 
3) Created new service facilities. Filling stations, garages, and roadside restaurants sprang up across the nation. Motels (the word itself is a blend of 'motor' and 'hotel') catering to the needs of motorists began to replace hotels. 
Social Effects of the Automobile:

1) Created a more mobile society. Cars broke down the distinctions between urban and rural America. With the automobile came the new tradition of the "Sunday drive," and many city folks got their first chance to tour the rural countryside. Rural Americans, on the other hand, drove into cities to shop and to be entertained. 
2) Broke down the stability of family life. Now it was far easier for individual family members to go their own way. 
3) Broke down traditional morality. Children could escape parental supervision as cars became a sort of "bedroom on wheels." 

In 1929, sociologists Robert and Helen Lynd published, Middletown, a book based on field research done in Muncie, Indiana, in 1924 and 1925. The Lynds explored how industrialization had transformed tradition values and customs in Middle America. They paid particular attention to people's changing attitudes toward the automobile.   They found that people of every income level considered the automobile a necessity rather than a luxury. People were willing to sacrifice food, clothing, and their savings in order to own a car. 

Relationships between businessmen and government had never been closer than they were in the 1920s. Calvin "Silent Cal" Coolidge piped up:

"Wealth is the chief end of man!"

"The man who builds a factory, builds a temple. The man who works there, worships there."

"The American Way"

Businessmen had two major propaganda mills: the Chamber of Commerce and the National Association of Manufacturers. Both groups preached a return to laissez-faire economics, less government regulation of business, and less government support for labor unions. The National Association of Manufacturers labeled this program, "The American Way." President Harding spoke for himself and for his successors, Coolidge and Hoover, when he asked for "less government in business and more business in government"-- the industrial elite represented by NAM, including General Motors, the big steel companies, General Foods, DuPont, and others, decided to create their own propaganda. An internal NAM memo called for “re-selling all of the individual Joe Doakes on the advantages and benefits he enjoys under a competitive economy.” NAM launched a massive public relations campaign it called the “American Way.” As the minutes of a NAM meeting described it, the purpose of the campaign was to link “free enterprise in the public consciousness with free speech, free press and free religion as integral parts of democracy.”
There were four major ways in which the federal government supported big business. 

1. High tariff policies. The Fordney-McCumber Act (1922) and the Hawley-Smoot Act (1930) created the highest-ever schedule of tariffs for foreign-made goods. 

2. Andrew Mellon. Secretary of the Treasury from 1921 to 1932. In response to his demands, Congress repealed the excess profits tax and reduced the rates for corporate and personal income taxes. Mellon provided business leaders with a list of tax loopholes which the IRS had drawn up at Mellon's request. 

3. Cutbacks in the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). The federal government had created the FTC to regulate big business and to look into unfair trade practices, but the commission did less and less of this in the 1920s, rolling back the government regulation of the marketplace that began to grow strong under Theodore Roosevelt. 

4. Herbert Hoover.  As Secretary of Commerce and as President, Hoover encouraged price-fixing and believed that the government was responsible for helping businesses profit—when the NIRA was proposed, which basically legalized price-fixing, it was an extension of Hoover’s  policies, as many New Deal actions were—ironically since FDR ran against “Hooverism.” 
Enormous web resource  http://www.teacheroz.com/20thcent.htm#20s 
LABOR ISSUES

WELFARE CAPITALISM

In the early years of the 20th century, however, business leaders began embracing a different approach. Pioneered by George F. Johnson and Henry B. Endicott, these leaders sought new relations with labor. Their "enlightened selfishness" prompted them to offer wage incentives and other benefits. The point was to increase productivity by creating good will with employees. When Henry Ford introduced his $5 a day pay rate in 1914 (when most workers made $11 a week), his goal was to reduce turnover and build a long-term loyal labor force that would have higher productivity. Turnover in manufacturing plants in the U.S. from 1910-1919 averaged 100%. Wage incentives and internal promotion opportunities were intended to encourage good attendance and loyalty. This would reduce turnover and improve productivity. The combination of high pay, high efficiency and cheap consumer goods was known as Fordism, and was widely discussed throughout the world.

Led by the railroads and the largest industrial corporations such as the Pullman Car Company, Standard Oil, International Harvester, Ford Motor Company and United States Steel, businesses provided numerous services to its employees, including paid vacations, medical benefits, pensions, recreational facilities, sex education and the like. The Seaside Institute is an example of a social club built for the particular benefit of women workers. Most of these programs proliferated after World War I -- in the 1920s. 
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In 1930 Kellogg Company, the world’s leading producer of ready-to-eat cereal, announced that all of its nearly fifteen hundred workers would move from an eight-hour to a six-hour workday. Company president Lewis Brown and owner W. K. Kellogg noted that if the company ran “four six-hour shifts . . . instead of three eight-hour shifts, this will give work and paychecks to the heads of three hundred more families in Battle Creek.”-- A shorter workday did entail a cut in overall pay for workers. But Kellogg raised the hourly rate to partially offset the loss and provided for production bonuses to encourage people to work hard. The company eliminated time off for lunch, assuming that workers would rather work their shorter shift and leave as soon as possible.
The economic upheaval of the Great Depression in the 1930s brought many of these programs to a halt. Employers cut cultural activities and stopped building recreational facilities as they struggled to stay solvent. It wasn't until after World War II that many of these programs reappeared -- and expanded to include more blue-collar workers. Since this time, programs like on-site child care and substance abuse treatment have waxed and waned in use/popularity, but other welfare capitalism components remain. Indeed, in the U.S., the health care system is largely built around employer-sponsored plans.

Welfare capitalism was also used as a way to resist government regulation of markets, independent labor union organizing, and the emergence of a welfare state. Welfare capitalists went to great lengths to quash independent union organizing, strikes, and other expressions of labor collectivism—through a combination of violent suppression, worker sanctions, and benefits in exchange for loyalty. Also, employee stock-ownership programs meant to tie workers to the success of companies (and accordingly to management). Workers would then be actual partners with owners -- and capitalists themselves. Owners intended these programs to ward off the threat of "Bolshevism" and undermine the appeal of unions. 

The least popular of the welfare capitalism programs were the company unions created to stave off labor activism. By offering employees a say in company policies and practices and a means for appealing disputes internally, employers hoped to reduce the lure of unions. They dubbed these employee representation plans "industrial democracy,” in a caricature of the unionism legalized by the War Labor Board.

UNIONISM
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April 8, 1918—War Labor Board-- War Labor Board—chaired by William Howard Taft unionized workers grew from 2 million in 1916 to 3.2 million in 1919. By the end of the decade, 15% of the nonagricultural work force was unionized--Until its demise on 31 May 1919, the board ruled on 1,245 cases. Almost 90 percent of them sprang from worker complaints, and five skilled trades accounted for 45 percent. Of the cases, 591 were dismissed, 315 were referred to other federal labor agencies, and 520 resulted in formal awards or findings. In reaching their decisions the board was aided by an office and investigative staff of 250 people. Approximately 700,000 workers in 1,000 establishments were directly affected—began the development of the policy of federal regulation of labor relations issues, with the war as the “crisis” that made it possible
         NWLB judgments were informed by principles that aimed to balance labor agitation for change with employer support for the status quo, yet its judgments generally favored labor's position. According to board policy, workers had the right to organize and bargain collectively and could not be dismissed for "legitimate trade union activities" so long as they rejected "coercive measures" in recruitment and bargaining. The eight-hour day was upheld where currently mandated by law, though otherwise it was open to negotiation. Wages and hours were set with regard to "conditions prevailing in the localities involved" rather than a national standard. Women hired during the war were to receive equal pay for equal work, and all workers had a right to "a living wage" sufficient to guarantee "the subsistence of the worker and his family in health and reasonable comfort." 

McCartin states that “industrial democracy,” echoing the military campaigns, became an “accepted” aspect of capitalism, but the strikes of 1919, with the red scares and red-baiting, changed it and the 1920s were a period of open anti-unionism. 

The anti-union campaign was symbolized by the “open shop” movement, led by groups like The Citizen’s Alliance, which were dedicated to fight “the spread of socialism and to restore pure American values”—also fought the use of the union label and resisted boycotts--

           During the years following World War 1, however, the labor movement suffered setbacks and difficulties. While AFL membership had reached almost four million by 1919, the postwar reaction from employers and their allies was swift and predictable.  Elbert Gary, head of U.S. Steel (the company bestowed his name on the Indiana city), refused to meet with striking workers.  The AFL endorsed and supported a strike of steel workers committed to such objectives as the end of the 12-hour day, the dismantlement of company-dominated "unions," collective bargaining and wage increases. Using massive propaganda which sought to depict the strike as "unpatriotic," plus such time-tested favorites as strikebreakers, spies, armed guards and cooperative police departments, "Big Steel" finally wore down the strikers, and they were forced to return to work early in 1920 under the old conditions.   

             Both the steel strike and an early post-war meat packing strike [The Killing Floor] found employers-not for neither the first time nor the last--importing blacks from southern rural areas and Mexican peasants in order to serve as strikebreakers, usually without advance knowledge of that fact until they had to face the ordeal of being escorted through hostile picket lines. [see the scenes in Matewan when the black scabs come in on the train]. These random events, however, did not prevent the labor movement from playing a role of support for future civil rights activities and legislation.
            The "Roaring Twenties," nostalgically depicted in some movies and musical comedies as an era of unbounded prosperity and champagne-induced gaiety, fell a good deal short of those marks for most American working people. Throughout the decade, unemployment rose, quietly, almost anonymously. It was a time of considerable hardship for many of the unemployed, long before the days of unemployment insurance or supplementary benefits.
           The postwar depression brought wages down sharply and caused major erosion of union membership-a loss of about a million members in the years from 1920 to 1923. The difficulties were multiplied by the decision of the National Association of Manufacturers and other anti-union "open shop" groups to wipe out or seriously diminish the status of American  can unions. The fear of "Bolsheviks," often hysterical, that was nurtured by the Russian communist revolution was used gleefully by the anti-union forces. As early as 1913, President John Kirby of the NAM had decided the trade union movement was "an un-American, illegal and infamous conspiracy." As the Senate Civil Liberties Committee, headed by Sen. Robert LaFollette Jr., reported years later, such demands as "union recognition, shorter hours, higher wages, regulation of child labor and the hours and wages of women and children in industry" came to be seen-under the influence of the NAM-sponsored 'American Plan' -as aspects of the alleged communist revolution from which the anti-labor employers wanted to save the nation. Strikebreaking, blacklisting and vigilantism became, for a time, acceptable aspects of this new and spurious brand of patriotism.             
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The "yellow dog contract," which workers had to sign in order to get a job, bound them never to join a union; at the same time, the corporations promoted employee representation plans or company unions-pale and generally useless imitations of the real thing.
         In 1924, faced with continual attacks and decisions by the Republican and Democratic parties to present the voters with the very limited choice between President Coolidge, a laissez faire conservative, and John W. Davis, a corporation lawyer, the AFL voted to support "neither of the above" but to make an endorsement for the first time in a presidential election. Senator Robert “Fighting Bob” Lafollette of Wisconsin, an old line friend of labor and the farmers, ran on the Progressive Party ticket with strong AFL backing and drew an impressive 17 percent of the total vote.
           That same year, Samuel Gompers died, leaving a heritage of admiration and respect and a philosophy of trade unionism that still today underlies much of labor's thinking. His successor was William Green, who guided the destinies of the Federation until his death in 1952. Green, born in Coshocton, Ohio, in 1873, left school to become a coal miner, joined the union, and served as Mine Workers secretary-treasurer for a dozen years before being elected AFL president. An earnest and dedicated trade unionist, Green presided over the AFL with calm dignity during a difficult period - the depression years and the years of the division of the labor movement and found,  by the 1930s, that the type of unionism he supported was overcome by militant industrial union ism..
               The decade of the 1920s drifted on a downhill course for the labor movement. Virulent anti-unionism, the steady, creeping ascent of unemployment, and the complacent political climate engendered by the Hoover Administration had a decidedly negative effect on the fortunes of the AFL, its unions and America's working men and women in every part of the country, in every sector of the economy.
http://www.geocities.com/ironworkers373/history7.html 

The "Lean Years": Welfare Capitalism and the Open Shop

Aftermath of World War I

          As with most great surges in union membership, the postwar boom was self-limiting. Helped by a sharp post- war economic contraction, employers and state officials ruthlessly drove back the radical threat, purging their workforce of known union activists and easily absorbing futile strikes during a period of rising unemployment. Such campaigns drove membership down by a third from a 1920 peak of 26 million members in eleven countries in 1920 to fewer than 18 million in 1924. In Austria, France, Germany, and the United States, labor unrest contributed to the election of conservative governments; in Hungary, Italy, and Poland it led to the installation of anti- democratic dictatorships that ruthlessly crushed labor unions. Economic stagnation, state repression, and anti-union campaigns by employers prevented any union resurgence through the rest of the 1920s. By 1929, unions in these eleven countries had added only 30,000 members, one-fifth of one percent.

Injunctions and welfare capitalism

       The 1920s was an especially dark period for organized labor in the United States where weaknesses visible before World War I became critical failures. Labor's opponents used fear of Communism to foment a post-war red scare that targeted union activists for police and vigilante violence. Hundreds of foreign-born activists were deported, and mobs led by the American Legion and the Ku Klux Klan broke up union meetings and destroyed union offices (see, for example, Frank, 1994: 104-5). Judges added law to the campaign against unions. Ignoring the intent of the Clayton Anti-Trust Act (1914) they used anti-trust law and injunctions against unions, forbidding activists from picketing or publicizing disputes, holding signs, or even enrolling new union members. Employers competed for their workers' allegiance, offering paternalist welfare programs and systems of employee representation as substitutes for independent unions. They sought to build a nonunion industrial relations system around welfare capitalism (Cohen, 1990).

Stagnation and decline

      After the promises of the war years, the defeat of postwar union drives in mass production industries like steel and meatpacking inaugurated a decade of union stagnation and decline. Membership fell by a third between 1920 and 1924. Unions survived only in the older trades where employment was usually declining. By 1924, they were almost completely eliminated from the dynamic industries of the second industrial revolution: including steel, automobiles, consumer electronics, chemicals and rubber manufacture.

http://eh.net/encyclopedia/article/friedman.unions.us 

Henry Ford's promotion of the 5 day work week, 8 hour work day, and his $5 a day program had some lesser known motivations as well. Ford was extremely opposed to unions and began promoting and adopting these policies as a way to make concession in order to prevent unionization in his plants. In addition he was interjecting an element of Biblical moralism into his policies as well. This was largely motivated by the fact that there was an association between atheism and the Socialist movement, which Ford opposed.
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Ford had developed a "Sociological Department" for his company, the goal of which was to "put a soul into the company."  Ford told the head of the department that he wanted him to, "put Jesus Christ in my factory." In order to qualify for the $5 a day wage that Ford was offering a worker had to submit to corporate surveillance of his lifestyle by the Sociological Department. Employees were subject to home inspections, had to prove they were sober, prove they regularly saved a portion of their paycheck, and prove that they were not "living riotously," which included activities such as gambling or staying out late.

Ford cooperated with the American Protective League, an organization of about 250,000 members, whose members were stationed in factories and mingled with the public, profiling working men and women. The objective of the APL was to profile workers and bring pressure against any workers who were organizing unions or getting involved in labor movements. Information collected by the APL was passed on to the Justice Department, military and local law enforcement.

Ford's Sociological Department later developed into his "Service Department." In the book The Five Dollar Day, author Steven Meyer quotes Jonathon Norton Leonard from 1924:

"No one who works for Ford is safe from spies-from superintendents on down to the poor creature who must clean a certain number of toilets an hour. There are spies who ask embarrassing questions of visitors' guides, spies who worm their way into labor unions, spies who speak every language under the sun. The system does not stop at the factory gates. An anonymous letter accusing a man of stealing Ford parts is enough to bring him before the 'Service Department.' He is forced to sign a 'Permission for Search' which allows Ford detectives to ransack his home, turn out all his poor possessions in hopes of finding a Ford incandescent lamp or a generator armature. There are spies to watch these in turn."

Video biography of Ford working in the 20s—2 parts

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QtYRLtT8bvY&feature=related (4:23)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Re-yUnO-Hk&feature=relmfu (7:06)

WEST VIRGINIA

The years after World War I did not just see violence in West Virginia. The Ku Klux Klan reemerged as a social and political power that spread violence in many areas of the nation. The twenties also witnessed the violence in Tennessee, Washington DC and elsewhere. West Virginia's difficulties, therefore, did not occur alone but as a trend of rising tension throughout the country. However, West Virginia's problems required the repeated intervention of federal forces due to the large numbers of people involved and the feebleness of the state's coercive power. 

During World War I, the UMWA made significant gains as American coal production geared to extremely high levels to support the war. All coal operators could afford generosity. In the postwar period, the union concentrated upon not only maintaining wartime concessions but also expanding their influence. They trained their guns upon the Mingo-Logan County stronghold of anti-unionism. Coal companies in these counties responded by mobilizing the forces at their disposal. 

Coal companies called upon powerful allies to help maintain control. In addition to the Baldwin-Felts agents, coal companies also enjoyed the benevolent cooperation of county sheriffs and their departments. Logan County Sheriff Don Chaffin could call upon a force of nearly 500, mostly paid for from coal company treasuries. Vigilantes from the middle classes took up arms and joined small detachments of state police and National Guardsmen. 

The union targeted Mingo County first with a strike as it detected massive discontent amongst the miners. In 1920-1921, guerilla warfare broke out on a scale more often associated with Central America than the US. Miners and company men ambushed and killed each other on a regular basis in a fashion much like their Civil War ancestors. Many corpses showed signs of mutilation. At the governor's request, the War Department dispatched regular troops on four separate occasions. 

The last of the four deployments occurred after an event known as the Matewan Massacre. In May, 1920 Matewan Mayor Cabell Testerman and Chief of Police Sid Hatfield ( a relation of the famous "Devil Anse" Hatfield from the Hatfield and McCoy feud.) attempted to restrain Baldwin and Felts agents from carrying out eviction orders a few miles out of town. When the agents executed the evictions anyway, Testerman and Hatfield met them at the train [image: image5.jpg]Jewish Activities
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station as they returned to town. History does not record who fired the first shot, but the mayor fell in the first exchange of gunfire. Suddenly rifle shots rained down upon the Baldwin and Felts agents from several buildings in town. Several agents fell in the skirmish and it provided even more impetus to the general level of violence in the area as civil rule broke down completely. 

Interestingly enough, the courts waited for federal forces to restore order before investigating the incident, rather than imposing martial law as the Constitution would have allowed. The first half of 1921 featured bands of armed men firing into several towns, killing (according to the estimate of union leader Frank Keeney) over one hundred people. 

In August of 1921, as Hatfield went to Welch, the county seat of McDowell County, to appear for reasons unrelated to the incident a Baldwin and Felts agent assassinated him in broad daylight on the courthouse steps. The unwillingness of the civil authorities to bring Hatfield's killer to justice created an impression in the minds of coal miners in many parts of the country that American law and justice no longer existed in those counties. 

Thousands of miners gathered in Marmet, a village on the Kanawha River ten miles upstream from Charleston, later that month. At that time, the main roads and railways from the Charleston area to Logan and Mingo Counties departed into the hills from that point. Labor leaders such as "Mother" Jones begged and even lied to the miners to prevent violence. However, the miners arrived and organized along military lines (many of them having served in the First World War.) They created a system of communication and passwords that no participant ever revealed, even to historians many decades later. In addition, to distinguish themselves from people uninvolved they wore red kerchiefs around their necks (perhaps providing the origin of the word "redneck.") They also assembled commissary wagons and brought along clergy and medical personnel. 

No one has ever ascertained the total number of people involved. Some estimates go as low as 5,000, others as high as 15,000. Whatever their number, they presented a fearsome sight to the state and local authorities who predictably appealed to President Warren G. Harding for assistance. Governor Ephraim Morgan even hinted at possible Bolshevik influence amongst their ranks. Harding hesitated, claiming that the United States Army could not function as a police force and that the state should be able to contain the problem. Morgan imposed martial law and directed local vigilance committees and state police to enforce it; these organizations bore a tremendous bias against the unionizers and this prevented the miners from taking any confidence in state measures. 

At first the March on Logan, aimed to "liberate" Mingo County, but quickly its attention turned towards Logan County and its infamous sheriff, whom they threatened to hang from a sour apple tree. As the miners set off, some walked, some took automobiles, but many commandeered trains. They soon passed into hapless Boone County with a total law enforcement contingent of three. State police and National Guard shadowed the marchers but lacked the strength to confront them directly. 

Finally, the President sent General Henry Bandholtz who arrived on August 25. Bandholtz came with encouraging words from Harding as well as threats that the state UMWA leadership would assume responsibility for any trouble the marchers caused. The union leaders met the marching miners at the Boone County seat of Madison and addressed them in a baseball field. This meeting successfully convinced the miners to call off the march and they began to arrange for transportation to take everyone home. 

Foolishly, state police descended upon nearby Sharples in force to apprehend a large number of union miners whom they accused of interfering with police business. A firefight broke out that left two miners dead and filled the miners at Madison with rage. Violence became an inevitability. Headlines appeared at the top of the New York Times as they sent veteran war correspondents to cover the unrest. Logan County mobilized to stop the invaders by fortifying a twenty to thirty mile long ridge marking the border between Boone and Logan Counties, paying special attention to passes. One section of the ridge, called Blair Mountain, would give the engagement its name. Logan County sent to the barricades between 1200 and 1300 men armed with rifles, machine guns, and whatever else the people could bring to the fight. One airplane with homemade bombs even took part briefly. The battle lasted four days as the miners unsuccessfully tried to force the passes. 

Federal forces finally ended the battle. The Secretary of War ordered Brigadier General Billy Mitchell (later called the father of the United States Air Force) and his 88th Light Bomber Squadron to Charleston complete with chemical weapons and the authorization to use them. Luckily, the Martin MB-2 bombers encountered technical problems and air power never became necessary. The 2,100 troops from Fort Thomas, Kentucky proved decisive because the miners chose not to confront federal power. No accurate count of losses amongst the union marchers ever was made, but the Logan County defenders only lost three killed and forty wounded. 

The resulting trials of hundreds of miners for treason against the state never resolved the fundamental issues for which the miners fought. It did attract national scrutiny, especially from the government. However, nothing changed as people's attention drifted elsewhere. The coal operators maintained their right to run their mines as they wished and the union did not offer them a serious challenge again in that decade. Only in the 1930s did President Franklin D. Roosevelt get legislation passed that outlawed many of the company practices that caused such consternation. 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/coal-mine.htm 
FARMERS


In the 1920s, about 25% of the country lived on farms, maintain the Jeffersonian ideal, but the decade was very tough, partly because technology and made the farmers so productive that they could not sell all of their produce—prices the farmers got were cut by 50% in 1921 and while there was a slight recovery in the middle of the decade, by 1929 prices were very low, creating the “cost-price squeeze”—in addition, farmers were heavily in debt for mechanized equipment and speculative land ownership—the farmers developed a long history of organization, going back to the Grange but the country was basically divided: low farm prices seemed a benefit to urban workers and a political conflict of inflation vs. deflation continued: one group was hurt as the other one appeared to improve

Farmers Holiday Association—led by Milo Reno of Iowa, who had been a participant in farmers’ movements for 50 years before becoming president of the Iowa Farmers Union in 1921—advocated

1. Monetary policies that would lead to inflation—originally a “Greenbacker”

2. Guaranteed “cost of production” for farmers, including
a. Actual expenditures

b. Wages for the farm workers

c. A 5% return on investment

d. Depreciation allowance
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Reno wanted the government to guarantee prices but the Hoover administration would  not—the McNary-Haugen Farm Relief legislation for the government to buy wheat and either store it or sell it overseas at a loss was introduced in 1924, 1926, 1927 and 1928 but never actually became law—it required the government to, in effect, subsidize the whole farm sector--supported by the Secretary of Agriculture Henry C. Wallace, whose son would become prominent in the 30’s and 40’s--McNary-Haugen became a well-known principle—farmers tried unsuccessfully to restrict production—to keep people from contracting bovine tuberculosis, a State in Iowa law mandated testing of dairy cows, which the farmers had to pay for,  and destroying diseased animals--the “cow war” mobilized farmers who turned out in such large demonstrations that Governor Daniel Webster Turner called out the National Guard—as the farm economy fell by 1931, Reno advocated resistance and was able to use the telephone to draw large crowds of angry farmers if testers showed up—at one point, martial law was declared because of 400 armed farmers—in 1932, the farmers declared a “holiday” and refused to sell any produce, imitation bank holidays—Turner was defeated for re-election in 1932 by the farm vote, but the FDR landslide may have also been a factor
History of farmers http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi-C7snhJCo&feature=related (3:45)

POLITICAL REPRESSION
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May 16, 1918--Sedition Act--passed by Congress in 1918. The law made it a crime to criticize by speech or writing the government or Constitution. During the Red Scare (1919-20) A. Mitchell Palmer, the attorney general and his special assistant, J(ohn)  Edgar Hoover, used the Sedition Act and the Espionage Act (1917) to launch a campaign against radicals and left-wing organizations. Under these two laws 1,500 people were arrested for disloyalty-most were eventually released but Emma Goldman, Alexander Berkman, Mollie Steimer and 245 other people, were deported to Russia—

On July 3, 1919, a bomb exploded at Palmer’s house in Washington, DC, across the street from FDR’s house, as part of a series of anarchist-sponsored incidents in the group led by anarchist Luigi Galleani, a revolutionary anarchist who first settled in Patterson, NJ and then moved to Barre, VT-- by all accounts, Galleani was an extremely effective speaker and advocate of his policy of revolutionary violence. Carlo Buda said of him, "You heard Galleani speak, and you were ready to shoot the first policeman you saw."--the mail bombs were wrapped in bright green paper and stamped "Gimbel Brothers - Novelty Samples." Inside was a cardboard box containing a six-inch by three-inch block of hollowed wood about one inch in thickness, packed with a stick of dynamite. A small vial of sulfuric acid was fastened to the wood block, along with three fulminate-of-mercury blasting caps. Opening one end of the box (the end marked "open") released a coil spring that caused the acid to drip from its vial onto the blasting caps; the acid ate through the caps, igniting them and detonating the dynamite. The Galleanists intended their bombs to be delivered on May Day—the bombings have been cited as a cause for the Palmer Raids in 1920 and the red scare but it is clear that these movements would have happened in any case.
In another case of historical “what-if,” the bomb intended for Attorney General Palmer's home prematurely exploded, killing Carlo Valdinoci, a former editor of the Galleanist publication Cronaca Sovversiva and a close associate of Galleani. Though not seriously injured, Palmer and his family were shaken by the blast, and the house itself was largely demolished. Two near-casualties of the same bomb were young Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Franklin Delano Roosevelt and wife Eleanor, then living across the street from Palmer. They had walked past the house just minutes before the explosion, and their residence was close enough that one of the bomber's body parts landed on their doorstep
CIVIL RIGHTS

This period developed the class separation as the Talented Tenth became wealthy and educated while the rest of the black workers were treated badly--
The Great Migration 

The Great Migration was the movement of 2 million African Americans out of the Southern United States to the Midwest, Northeast and West from 1910 to 1930—the black populations of New York, Chicago and Cleveland more than doubled, and Detroit tripled—by 1930, there were 50,000 foreign black workers in New York City--enormous internal migration of black workers lured by ads and promises and forced out by the mechanization of agriculture—the boll weevil infestation of Southern cotton fields in the late 1910s forced many sharecroppers and laborers to search for alternative employment opportunities while the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 displaced hundreds of thousands of African-American farmers and farm workers--World War I and the Immigration Act of 1924 effectively put a halt to the flow of European immigrants to the emerging industrial centers of the Northeast and Midwest, causing shortages of workers in the factories.  

Migrants took unskilled jobs in mass production factories, especially in the slaughterhouses in Chicago—a believer in white supremacy, Henry Ford still hired black workers through their ministers to guarantee their loyalty--in his book The Making of African America: The Four Great Migrations (2010), Ira Berlin of UMCP looks at four migrations:

1. the trans-Atlantic passage that brought slavery to North America in the 17th and 18th centuries

2. The forced movement of one million slaves from the East Coast to the inland cotton kingdom in the early 19th century

3. The Great Migration of 6 million blacks from the south to the north in the first half of the 20th century

4. The current influx of immigrants from Africa, South America and the Caribbean, which has accounted for 25% of the growth of the black population in the US


As a result of the Great Migration, black culture became very complex and the controversies in the black community grew—these issues would become more important after WWII, when the civil rights movement really became powerful: 

· W.E.B. Du Bois supported the “talented tenth,” and wrote as early as 1903 “The Negro race, like all races, is going to be saved by its exceptional men. The problem of education, then, among Negroes must first of all deal with the Talented Tenth; it is the problem of developing the Best of this race that they may guide the Mass away from the contamination and death of the Worst, in their own and other races” although he later changed his views. His stepson David Du Bois tried to publicize those views, writing in 1972: "Dr. Du Bois’ conviction that it’s those who suffered most and have the least to lose that we should look to for our steadfast, dependable and uncompromising leadership.”--DuBois endorsed the 
· Harlem Renaissance (The New Negro Movement), in an area where a black “middle class” lived—The Harlem neighborhood of New York City quickly became the nation’s black cultural capital and housed one of the country’s largest African-American communities, of approximately 200,000 people. Even though most of Harlem’s residents were poor, during the 1920s, a small middle class emerged, consisting of poets, writers, and musicians. Artists and writers such as Langston Hughes and Zora Neale Hurston championed the “New Negro,” the African American who took pride in his or her cultural heritage. The flowering of black artistic and intellectual culture during this period became known as the Harlem Renaissance—“group expression and self-determination”
· By 1919, the NAACP had 91,000 members, enrolling many returning servicemen and began to lobby for laws against lynching and for voter rights—many working-class blacks did not support the NAACP, which was considered a club for well-to-do blacks--

· At that time the African American community was estranged from organized labor. While the AFL nominally did not exclude black workers, many of its affiliates did. Many black workers saw their employers, whether it was Henry Ford in Detroit or Swift Packing in Chicago, as more sympathetic to them than either their white co-workers or the labor movement. In addition, the economic separation, deprivation, and marginalization of the black community forced by Jim Crow and the doctrine of advancement through self-reliance preached by Booker T. Washington led many black leaders to look with distrust on joining with whites on issues of common concern — and often denied that blacks and whites had any common interests at all. Furthermore, and foremost, white supremacy remained entrenched in most every institution that existed in the US, and these racist beliefs, both subtle and overt, precluded the white labor movement from recognizing the black workers or its organized fronts—
· [image: image8.jpg]


Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters--In the 1920s, some elements within the AFL began to lower these barriers, while groups as diverse as the Urban League, the Socialist Party of America and Communist Party began to focus on the rights of black workers. A. Phillip Randolph was a prominent member of the Socialist Party and a street corner soapboxer in Harlem (even though his wife was the prosperous owner of a beauty salon)  who was hired by the porters because he was outside the control of the Pullman Co.. From its inception, the BSCP fought to open doors in the organized labor movement in the US for black workers, even though it faced staunch opposition and blatant racism. As BSCP co-founder and First Vice President Milton Price Webster, put it, "...any time we have an American institution composed of white people there is prejudice in it....In America, if we should stay out of everything that's prejudiced we wouldn't be in anything."--Randolph led the organizing of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, starting in 1925 and finally got a contract in 1937—issued a charter by the AFL in 1935, the first all-black union to get recognition—C.L. Dellums and E.D. Nixon were original members of a movement which really changed the black working class community—freed slaves were the original hires—the culture of the porters was complex: both subservience and importance, a symbol of the changes in the black community after WWI—Rising From the Rails emphasizes the social mobility of the Pullman porters

· Marcus Garvey—black nationalism, based on the teaching of Booker T. Washington—self-help organizations—he first organized the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) in Jamaica in 1914 and then brought it to the US—an advocate of self-help, Garvey established a newspaper, the Black Cross Nurses, a chain of grocery stores, beauty parlors and the Black Star Line—advocated the return of blacks to Africa—supported a separatist movement and pan-Africanism—to urge blacks to maintain racial purity and self-reliance and criticized the NAACP’s campaign for integration--Although most of Garvey’s business ventures failed and he was eventually deported back to Jamaica, his message influenced many future civil rights leaders—many of the civil rights groups attacked the UNIA, using Garvey’s financial embezzlement as a cause—Garvey went to jail in 1925 and was deported in 1927
· Dr. Ossian Sweet—(pp. 580-81)—the movement for residential integration—“the middle class”—note how Sweet is dressed and his background—social mobility is a major element of the civil rights movement—every major northern city had a small black middle class, such as ministers, funeral directors, hotels owners and teachers, to provide services, to other blacks—Ossian Sweet was a doctor who had studied in Paris in 1923, with Marie Curie, and where he and his wife, Gladys,  were treated as equals—Sweet wanted to buy a house on Garland Ave. because the area was a "workingman's" area filled with modest houses and [image: image9.jpg]


two-family flats, but the location was ideal. It was close to Sweet’s office and to Gladys's parents' home. The owners of the home saw the Sweets as an opportunity to make more than the bungalow would have brought if sold to a white family. On June 7, 1925, the Sweets bought the house for $18,500, about $6,000 more than the house's fair market value, an early example of blockbusting--the Sweets moved into the house on September 8, 1925 and on September 25, 1925, people inside Sweet’s house fired at a mob of white in the street throwing rocks-- The eleven African Americans inside were brought to police headquarters and interrogated for five hours and the men would remain in the Wayne County Jail until the trial was over--Sweet had a trial for shooting at whites who were rioting outside his new house in a previously all-white neighborhood--the judge, Frank Murphy—unknown at the time but later to become famous as governor of Michigan and then a Supreme Court justice—refused to dismiss the charges but an all-white jury acquitted Sweet, who was represented by Clarence Darrow, who was famous for his defense of John Scopes and who was recruited by James Weldon Johnson, the General Secretary of the NAACP, who correctly predicted that this case would have a strong effect on the acquisition of civil rights for African Americans.
· Accommodation—as more blacks moved in the northern cities, they began to participate in the political machines, even though most of them were still Republicans—hiring in police, fire and municipal departments—in 1928, Oscar DePriest, born in Alabama as the son of a freed slave,  was elected the first black congressman from the north in Chicago

· Jazz and black literature—jazz developed from the unique call-and-response structure of black churches—Scott Joplin has the first ragtime hit in 1899, The Maple Leaf Rag—Three Plays for a Negro Theater (1917), written by white playwright Ridgley Torrance, was the first attempt to dramatize black life in a serious way—later the Apollo Theater, opened in 1914, became a cultural center--the legacy of the Harlem Renaissance is that it redefined how America, and the world, viewed the African-American population. The migration of southern Blacks to the north changed the image of the African-American from rural, undereducated peasants to one of urban, cosmopolitan sophistication. This new identity led to a greater social consciousness, and African-Americans became players on the world stage, expanding intellectual and social contacts internationally—also created a white backlash
           After leaving New Orleans, Jelly Roll Morton traveled widely in North America, spending several years in California before moving to Chicago in 1923, where he released the first of his commercial recordings, both as a piano soloist and with various jazz bands. In 1926 Morton succeeded in getting a contract to make recordings for the USA's largest and most prestigeous company, Victor. This gave him a chance to bring a well rehearsed band to play his arrangements in Victor's Chicago recording studios. These recordings by Jelly Roll Morton & His Red Hot Peppers are regarded as classics of 1920s jazz. The Red Hot Peppers featured such other New Orleans jazz luminaries as Kid Ory, Omer Simeon, Barney Bigard, Johnny Dodds, and Baby Dodds. Jelly Roll Morton & His Red Hot Peppers were one of the first acts booked on tours by MCA. Morton moved to New York City in 1928, where he continued to record for Victor. His piano solos and trio recordings are well regarded, but his band recordings suffer in comparison with the Chicago sides where Morton could draw on many great New Orleans musicians for sidemen. In New York, Morton had trouble finding musicians who wanted to play his style of jazz.

The Tulsa Riots--Racial unrest and violence against African Americans permeated domestic developments in the United States during the post-World War 1 era. From individual lynching to massive violence against entire African American communities, whites in both the North and the South lashed out against African Americans with a rage that knew few bounds.  From Chicago to Tulsa, to Omaha, East St. Louis, and many communities in between, and finally to Rosewood, white mobs pursued what can only be described as a reign of terror against African Americans during the period from 1917 to 1923, although the number of lynchings declined  from 64 in 1921 to 57 in 1922. In 1921 Tulsa was the site of one of the worst race riots in U.S. history. From the evening of May 31st, to the afternoon of June 1, 1921, more Americans killed fellow Americans in the Tulsa riot than probably anytime since the Civil War.
         The official death count in the days following the riot was around 35, but evidence has surfaced through an investigation to suggest that at least 300 people were killed. Rumors still persist that hundreds, not dozens, of people were killed and that bodies were crudely buried in mass graves, stuffed into coal mines and tossed into the Arkansas River. If so, the Tulsa race riot would go down as the worst single act of domestic violence on U. S. soil since the Civil War; worse than the 1965 Watts riot, the 1967 Detroit riot, the 1992 Los Angeles riot and the 1995 Oklahoma city bombing. 35 city blocks were destroyed in Tulsa, 10,000 left homeless. Property damage: $1.8 million.
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        On May 30, 1921, reports circulated that a white female elevator operator was assaulted by a black shoeshine man. A 19-year-old African American shoeshine man named Dick Rowland entered the Drexal building downtown to use the segregated restroom. While approaching the elevator, which apparently hadn't stopped evenly with the floor, Mr. Rowland tripped and fell on the operator, a 17-year-old white girl named Sarah Page. Ms. Page not knowing it was accidental attempts to hit Rowland with her purse. Mr. Rowland grabbed Ms. Page, attempting to stop her assault. Ms. Page screamed, Mr. Rowland ran out of the elevator and the building. Ms. Page told the police that the man had attempted to criminally assault her. Ms. Page later changed her story and said he grabbed her. Authorities arrested Mr. Rowland and held him overnight in the county jail, though Ms. Page declined to press charges.
           The following day, the Tulsa Tribune ran a story in the afternoon edition headlined, "Nab Negro for Attacking Girl in Elevator," and added a racially charged editorial calling for a lynching. That evening a crowd of about 400 whites gathered around the jail, some say to help with or view the lynching. The local sheriff, determined that there would not be a lynching, surrounded Rowland and stationed six deputies with rifles/shotguns, on the courthouse roof--Shortly thereafter, the news reached the African American community and a group of about 25 African Americans, all armed head to the jail. The black district was called Greenwood, after Greenwood Avenue, and was one of the most successful and wealthiest African American communities in the United States during the early 20th Century. It was popularly known as America's "Black Wall Street" until the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921. The riot was one of the most devastating race riots in history and it destroyed the once thriving Greenwood community and the riot has often been referred to as “Greenwood.”

Numerous accounts described airplanes carrying white assailants firing rifles and dropping firebombs on buildings, homes, and fleeing families. The planes, six biplane two-seater trainers left over from World War I, were dispatched from the nearby Curtiss-Southwest Field (now defunct) outside of Tulsa. White law enforcement officials later claimed the sole purpose of the planes was to provide reconnaissance and protect whites against what they described as a "Negro uprising." However, eyewitness accounts and testimony from the survivors confirmed that on the morning of June 1, the planes dropped incendiary bombs and fired rifles at black Tulsans on the ground. 


A documentary called Before They Die was made about the Tulsa situation--http://beforetheydiemovie.com/  
Fabulous web site http://subliminal.org/tulsa/ 


THE BACKLASH
February 8, 1915—Birth of a Nation opens in Hollywood—portrays Reconstruction as a disaster—during one election, whites are shown being turned away while blacks stuff the ballot boxes. The newly elected black legislature passes laws requiring white civilians to salute black officers and allowing mixed-race marriages—a white woman, pursued by a freed slave jumps to her death so masked whites kill him—depicts the forming of the [image: image11.jpg]


Klan—great controversy over comments allegedly made by Wilson, who supposedly remarked commented of the film that "it is like writing history with lightning. And my only regret is that it is all so terribly true" after showing the movie in the White House, although other Wilson biographers deny the incident—in his History of the American People (5 volumes--1902), Wilson wrote the Klan "began to attempt by intimidation what they were not allowed to attempt by the ballot or by any ordered course of public action."--the NAACP demonstrated against the movie in several cities—

Writing History With Lightning—a documentary about Birth of A Nation (History Day—excellent—10:29) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SO5YTX7Wfo8&feature=related 

1915—The revival of the Klan—after The Birth of A Nation, especially its showing in Atlanta, William J. Simmons in Georgia led the resurgence and appointed himself the new Imperial Wizard—in August 1915, the lynching of factory owner Leo Frank (the only Jew known to have been lynched in the US) in Marietta, GA, by a group called Knights of the Mary Phagan, (named for the 13-year-old girl that Frank was convicted of raping and murdering in a rigged trial), with anti-Semitic support—on Thanksgiving night, 1915, Simmons and 15 other members of the Knights of Mary Phagan burned a cross at Stone Mountain, GA and proclaimed the rebirth of the Klan—according to Kevin Boyle, in his review “The Not-So-Invisible Empire,” the Klan stagnated for five years because Simmons had no idea except to turn the Klan into “sort of a Rotary for white supremacists.” In the 1920s, Elizabeth Tyler and Edward Young Clarke “knew a thing or two about marketing” and added “an aggressive political pitch by supporting “family values,” Prohibition, anti-Catholicism and general bigotry

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/27/books/review/the-not-so-invisible-empire.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=Kevin%20Boyle&st=cse 
THE KLAN IN ARKANSAS

A resurgence in Klan activity occurred starting in 1915, and states such as Arkansas were home to newly forming Klan groups during the 1920s. By 1955, the threat of school integration ushered in a new Klan era even though independent Klan groups were a fixture on the American landscape in some way or another from the 1920s on.
One of the first official Klan acts in Arkansas was a donation to the Prescott (Nevada County) Christmas fund in December 1921. Shortly thereafter, other Klan groups formed with the goal of “cleaning up” local communities—an example set by groups in Texas, Oklahoma, and Louisiana. Leaders used the Klan as a device to regulate morals and to uphold Victorian standards, especially for women. Bigotry, the Red Scare, and anti-unionism were also important issues for the 1920s Klan in Arkansas and other Southern states. Eventually, enforcement of the prohibition of alcohol became one of the Klan’s leading goals. In 1922, Klansmen in Union County torched saloons that had sprung up after the oil boom, and local bootleggers became a target for [image: image12.png]SiuHhoun Dy



Klan reprisals. Strikes on the North Arkansas Railroad brought the Ozark region of Arkansas to the attention of early Klan organizers. They effectively targeted the communities of Paragould (Greene County), Jonesboro (Craighead County), Harrison (Boone County), and Marshall (Searcy County) as sites for Klan activity. Local resentment toward strikers enabled the Klan to become entrenched in this part of the state. With support from concerned citizen groups, the Klan was able to gain a following in non-urban Arkansas based on restoring the local economy, severely sanctioning union strikers and their sympathizers, and running bootleggers out of town. 

According to historian Charles C. Alexander, the first chartered Arkansas Klan organization was formed during the early 1920s in Little Rock (Pulaski County). The group reportedly retained 7,800 male members during its zenith. More typical of the urban Klan movement of the time, the Little Rock Klan organization was powerful enough to influence local and county politics through “elimination primaries.” In 1922, a slate of Klan-endorsed candidates gained control of Pulaski County politics. Little Rock was also home to a national women’s Klan order that formed in 1923 as an adjunct to the men’s group. Two junior Klan groups were established in 1924 in Little Rock and Arkadelphia (Clark County) as well.

Internal battles and money troubles eventually weakened the Little Rock Klan, and it was in shambles by 1926. 

http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2755 

ANTI-SEMITISM
In conjunction with this there was growing popular anti-Semitism in America as well, and this anti-Semitism was largely adopted by these various nativist groups and became a significant attack on the New (or “Jew”) Deal after 1932. Henry Ford was a major voice of anti-Semitism in the 1920s. Protestant Henry Ford, who started an anti-Semitic periodical called The Dearborn Independent in 1921, went on to publish The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion, a fraudulent writing which was claimed to be the secret hidden agenda of Jews to rule the world, and then published The International Jew: The World's Foremost Problem.
       Ford and the other writers of Dearborn Publishing promoted the view of superiority built on race, and opposed Jews and other minorities as racially and culturally inferior. According to this view the ideas of socialism, liberalism and Marxism were plots used by inferior races to promote equality and thereby elevate themselves to the level of the superior Anglo-Saxon Protestants, or to lower Anglo-Saxon Protestants to their "inferior" level.
        Below is a small example of the material found in The Dearborn Independent and The International Jew:
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WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT?
  Simply identify the source and nature of the influence which has overrun our schools and universities. Let the students know that their choice is between the Anglo-Saxons and the Tribe of Judah. Let the students decide, in making up their allegiance, whether they will follow the Builders or those who seek to tear down. It is not a case for argument. The only absolute antidote to the Jewish influence is to call college students back to a pride of race.

  We often speak of the Fathers as if they were the few who happened to affix their signatures to a great document which marked a new era of liberty. The Fathers of our nation were the men of the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic race. The men who came from Europe with civilization in their blood and in their destiny. The men who crossed the Atlantic and set up civilization on a bleak and rock-bound coast; the men who drove north to Alaska and west to California; the men who opened up the tropics and subdued the arctics; the men who mastered the African veldt; the men who peopled Australia and seized the gates of the world at Suez, Gibraltar and Panama; men who have given form to every government and a livelihood to every people and an ideal to every century. They got neither their God nor their religion from Judah, nor yet their speech nor their creative genius- they are the Ruling People. Chosen throughout the centuries to Master the world, by building it ever better and better, and not by breaking it down.

  Into the camp of this race, among the sons of the rulers, comes a people that has no civilization to point to, no aspiring religion, no universal speech, no great achievement in any realm but the realm of "get," cast out of every land that gave them hospitality, and these people endeavor to tell the Sons of the Saxons what is needed to make the world what it ought to be!

  If our sons follow this counsel of dark rebellion and destruction, it is because they do not know whose sons they are, of what race they are the scions. Let there be free speech to the limit in our universities and free intercourse of ideas, but let Jewish thoughts be labeled Jewish, and let our sons know the racial secret.

NAME THE ENEMY!
 Judah has begun the struggle. Judah has made the invasion. Let it come. Let no man fear it. But let every a man insist that the fight be fair. Let college students and leaders of thought know that the objective is the regnancy of the ideas and the race that have built all the civilization we see and that promises all the civilization of the future; let them also know that the attacking force is Jewish.

  That is all that will be necessary. It is against this that the Jews protest. "You must not identify us," they say, "You must not use the term 'Jew'." Why? Because unless the Jewish idea can creep in under the assumption of other than Jewish origin, it is doomed. Anglo-Saxon ideas dare proclaim themselves and their origin. A proper proclamation is all that is necessary today. Compel every invading idea to run up its flag!

http://rationalrevolution.net/articles/rise_of_american_fascism.htm 
WOMEN’S MOVEMENT
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The 1920s saw a major shift in the role of women, partly as the class structure widened—women had created a successful suffragette movement and now used their “freedom” to expand their activities beyond marriage--the Roaring 20s and the flappers are a stereotype, if applied to all women—the country was still so diverse—with 25% of population on farms, for example, and many more working in textile factories in the south—Not everyone agreed with the changing roles: here’s an answer on-line:” Women were much more than just looking after their children and doing housework at home. They began to work outside and attend school. They had become more independent both financially and literally. Therefore the employment pattern had changed and women had become increasingly important. They became very sluttish.”
         Zelda Fitzgerald probably summed up the spirit of the age when she wrote:
"I think a woman gets more satisfaction out of being gay, light-hearted, unconventional, mistress of her own fate than out of a career that calls for hard work, intellectual pessimism, and loneliness," but she married a very wealthy man and should not be considered typical of the time
          Older women in the 1920s were dismayed by the frivolity of the younger generation. Jane Addams deplored the "extraordinary emphasis on sex" of young women, given the contribution that the "educated unmarried woman" had made to society during the previous 50 years. Lillian Walsh, a longtime practitioner, commented sadly that women doctors had become as fashionable as "a horse and buggy." 

Although the American work force included eight million women in 1920, more than half were black or foreign-born. Domestic service remained the largest occupation, followed by secretaries, typists, and clerks--all low-paying jobs. The American Federation of Labor (AFL) remained openly hostile to women because it did not want females competing for men's jobs. Female professionals made little progress and consistently received less pay than their male counterparts. Moreover, they were concentrated in traditionally "female" occupations such as teaching and nursing. During the 1920s, the organized women's movement declined in influence, partly due to the rise of the new consumer culture that made the suffragists and settlement house workers of the Progressive era seem old-fashioned. Advertisers tried self-consciously to co-opt many of the themes of pre-World War I feminism, arguing that the modern economy was filled with exciting and liberating opportunities for consumption. To popularize smoking among women, advertisers staged parades down New York's 5th Avenue, imitating the suffrage marches of the 1910s, in which young women carried "torches of freedom"--cigarettes.

As it became more acceptable for women to work, some women found office jobs as typists and file clerks. These positions, which had been career stepping stones for men, became dead ends when women took the jobs. The growth in the beauty industry opened up opportunities for women as sales clerks; the cosmetics industry, for instance, used women to sell lipstick and makeup to other women and eventually grew into a multimillion-dollar industry. North Carolina textile mills and tobacco factories began using female workers, for instance. In many cases, employers who did take women refused to hire black women, or segregated them from white workers.
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     Just after World War I the Women's Bureau had been established and placed in the Department of Labor. The Bureau was set up as an investigative and reporting agency with the goal of promoting the welfare and opportunities of working women. Throughout the 1920s the Bureau, though constantly short of staff, gathered and disseminated information on diverse topics, ranging from the effects of night work and toxic substances on women to the relation between work and women's family life. In 1923 a Women's Industrial Conference was held in Washington to discuss the extensive and increasing problems faced by women in the workplace. Well attended and widely publicized, the conference helped to unify interested groups and raise public consciousness on these issues.

Farm women washed, ironed, cleaned, made coffee and hominy, baked, and churned butter. Many farms didn't receive electricity until the 1940s, so housework had to be done by hand, and cooking required wood for fuel.
The major issue that split feminists during the 1920s was a proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution outlawing discrimination based on sex. The issue pitted the interests of professional women against those of working class women, many of whom feared that the amendment would prohibit "protective legislation" that stipulated minimum wages and maximum hours for female workers. The women's movement also faced mounting external opposition. During the Red Scare following World War I, the War Department issued the "Spider Web" chart which linked feminist groups to foreign radicalism. Many feminist goals were unachieved in the mid-1920s. Opposition from many Southern states and the Catholic Church defeated the proposed constitutional amendment outlawing child labor. The Supreme Court struck down a minimum wage law for women workers, while Congress failed to fund the system of health care clinics.

SOCIAL INEQUALITIES
According to the IRS web site:

Did the 1920s roar for everyone?—even before the crash of 1929, there was a widening gap as a small number of people, like Joseph P. Kennedy,  became very wealthy, often through illegal means like bootlegging—the growth of the factory system and the collapse of agriculture left many families destitute—this inequality may have contributed, according to Keynes, to the collapse because buying power dropped so quickly—a great deal of the “prosperity” was an illusion, based  on speculation and borrowed money but the stereotype of the Roaring 20s persists—still the “middle class” in the United States came into its own in the 1920s with consumer culture offering middle class Americans the ability to flaunt their newfound wealth with brand-name machinery, electrical appliances, cars, packaged foods and year-round fruits and vegetables. The rise of the middle class was pronounced enough to provoke strident social criticism from essayists, such as H.L. Mencken and the novelist Sinclair Lewis, whose 1922 book Babbitt excoriated what Lewis saw as the conformity, materialism and hollowness of the middle class
1916—US Congress passed the first estate tax, representing the progressive movement’s desire to “share the wealth”—when John D Rockefeller died in 1937, his estate was taxed at a 70% rate—in the Harding administration, the rate was reduced as part of the pro-business movement and by the 1980s, however, as a part of Reagonomics, the tax was further reduced and in 2009, it was allowed to lapse completely—estimated loss in 2010 of at least $25 billion— 
PROHIBITION—the passage of the Volstead Act provided yet another issue when FDR ran for president in 1932-
FOREIGN POLICY

The Paris Peace Conference—at the Palace of Versailles. In the Hall of Mirrors—complicated negotiations because each of the major powers, and several minor ones, all wanted different things—one big issue was the breaking up of German colonial possessions and the shifting of national borders in central Europe, displacing ethnic groups [see photo on p. 557]
The Treaty of Versailles—was controversial at the time and led almost directly to World War II—Allies demanded reparations-- The total cost of these reparations was assessed at 132 billion Marks (then $31.4 billion, £6,600 million) in 1921 which is roughly equivalent to $ 385 billion in 2011, a sum that many economists at the time, notably John Maynard Keynes, deemed to be excessive and counterproductive and would have taken Germany until 1988 to pay off [see diagram on p. 558]—the treaty was the equivalent of ”the bloody shirt” which created more resentment and enduring social conflicts

In his book To End All Wars: A Story of Loyalty and Rebellion, 1914-1918, Adam Hochschild claimed that the armistice was “a mere truce in a long terrible conflict that almost sent civilization into total eclipse and that did not really terminate until the peaceful and democratic reunification of Germany after November 1989”—he also claims that the post-1918 countries established from the Ottoman Empire are still a source of conflict (NY Times, May 15, 2011)
US Congress and the Treaty—there was a strong faction in the US who wanted no further involvement in Europe because of the horrors of the war, and demanded a renewal of isolationist policies--the Republican Party, led by Henry Cabot Lodge controlled the United States Senate after the election of 1918, but the Senators were divided into multiple positions on the Versailles question. It proved possible to build a majority coalition, but impossible to build a two thirds coalition that was needed to pass a treaty. 

           An angry bloc of 12-18 "Irreconcilables," mostly Republicans but also representatives of the Irish and German Democrats, fiercely opposed the Treaty. One block of Democrats strongly supported the Versailles Treaty, even with reservations added by Lodge. A second group of Democrats supported the Treaty but followed Wilson in opposing any amendments or reservations. The largest bloc, led by Senator Lodge, comprised a majority of the Republicans. They wanted a treaty with reservations, especially on Article X, which involved the power of the League Nations to make war without a vote by the United States Congress. All of the Irreconcilables were bitter enemies of President Wilson, and he launched a nationwide speaking tour in the summer of 1919 to refute them. However, Wilson collapsed midway with a serious stroke that effectively ruined his leadership skills-- Among the American public as a whole, the Irish Catholics and the German Americans were intensely opposed to the Treaty, saying it favored the British [see cartoon on p. 559]
Germans of all political shades denounced the treaty—particularly the provision that blamed Germany for starting the war—as an insult to the nation's honor. They referred to the treaty as "the Diktat" since its terms were presented to Germany on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. Germany's first democratically elected Chancellor, Philipp Scheidemann, refused to sign the treaty and resigned. In a passionate speech before the National Assembly on 12 March 1919, he called the [image: image16.jpg]


treaty a "murderous plan" and exclaimed, “Which hand, trying to put us in chains like these, would not wither? The treaty is unacceptable.” Other government leaders who did sign the treaty were called “the November criminals” and the stab-in-the-back issue was prominent in Nazi agitation

Conservatives, nationalists and ex-military leaders in Germany condemned the peace and democratic Weimar politicians, socialists, communists, and Jews were viewed by them with suspicion, due to their supposed extra-national loyalties. It was rumored that the Jews had not supported the war and had played a role in selling out Germany to its enemies. Those who seemed to benefit from a weakened Germany, and the newly formed Weimar Republic (1919-1933), were regarded as having "stabbed Germany in the back" on the home front, by opposing German nationalism, instigating unrest and strikes in the critical military industries or profiteering. The Nazi propaganda depicted the Weimar Republic as "a morass of corruption, degeneracy, national humiliation, ruthless persecution of the honest 'national opposition' - fourteen years of rule by Jews, Marxists and 'cultural Bolsheviks', who had at last been swept away by the National Socialist movement under Adolf Hitler and the victory of the 'national revolution' of 1933.
    In March 1935,  Hitler violated the Treaty of Versailles by introducing compulsory military conscription in Germany and rebuilding the armed forces. This included a new Navy (Kriegsmarine), the first full armored divisions (Panzerwaffe), and an Air Force (Luftwaffe). 

From the Ottoman Empire the British received mandates, or territories, in Palestine, Trans-Jordan, and Iraq, and the French received Syria and Lebanon, but desires of the population for national independence has created problems into 2011 (the Kurds, for example)

Bosnia, Slovenia, Croatia (which were parts of Austria-Hungary), northern Macedonia (which was part of Bulgaria), Serbia and Montenegro made one country, called Yugoslavia. It was made to be a Slav homeland, but there were many religious, language and national differences-- new countries by the Baltic Sea called Estonia, Finland, Latvia and Lithuania were created.
         The World Zionist Organization, founded in 1897, submitted its draft resolutions for consideration by the Peace Conference on February 3, 1919, shortly following the Conference's decision that the former Arab provinces of the Ottoman Empire should be separated from it and the newly conceived mandate-system applied to them.

     The statement included five main points

· Recognition of the Jewish people's historic title to The Land of Israel and their right to reconstitute their National Home in Israel. 
· The boundaries of Israel were to be declared as set out in an attached Schedule. 

· The sovereign possession of Israel would be vested in the League of Nations and the Government entrusted to Great Britain as Mandatory of the League. 

· Other provisions to be inserted by the High Contracting Parties relating to the application of any general conditions attached to mandates, which are suitable to the case in Palestine. 

· The mandate shall be subject also to several noted special conditions, including the provision relating to the control of the Holy Places.

T.E. Lawrence, also known as Lawrence of Arabia, becomes an important figure, though partly through self-promotion in his autobiography and party through the 1962 movie, Lawrence of Arabia—he was a field archeologist in the Negev Desert who began to work with the Arab Bureau of Britain's Foreign Office. The Arab Bureau had long felt it likely that a campaign instigated and financed by outside powers, supporting the breakaway-minded tribes and regional challengers to the Turkish government's centralized rule of their empire, would pay great dividends in the diversion of effort that would be needed to meet such a challenge. The Arab Bureau had recognized the strategic value of what is today called the "asymmetry" of such conflict. The Ottoman authorities would have to devote from a hundred to a thousand times the resources to contain the threat of such an internal rebellion compared to the Allies' cost of sponsoring it.
The 1920 Election

While a great deal of historical attention has been given to the Harding administration and the reaction against Woodrow Wilson, there was also a “dream” ticket—Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt—
· FDR had begun to become politically active and in 1912, after winning election to the New York state Senate, went to Washington as an assistant secretary of the Navy, emulating his fifth cousin, Theodore Roosevelt—got experience at the federal level from 1913-1921—Louis Howe became his secretary—
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Threatened Joseph P. Kennedy and Charles Schwab, of Bethlehem Steel, when in 1918 the company threatened to hold up delivery of two battleships built for Argentina until the country paid in full—to support the war effort, FDR ordered four tugboats of US Marines into the shipyard to seize the battleships—Kennedy became a supporter of FDR in 1932
· FDR created a Naval Reserve and then ordered 100,000 sea mines planted in the North Sea to block German submarines

· In 1919, FDR was involved in “the Newport Scandal,” which was an undercover investigation in which undercover agents were urged to entrap homosexuals around the Newport naval base, in response to complaints about solicitation—the men were ordered to perform oral sex in order to collect evidence—when FDR was investigated in 1921, after losing the 1920 election, the newspapers claimed “Details Unprintable”
· Eleanor discovered a packet of love letters to FDR from Lucy Mercer Rutherford, her former social secretary—changed their marriage

· FDR was considered a VP candidate for the Democrats with Hoover, who had become a  national figure for his war relief efforts during the war and who seemed, like Eisenhower, no clear party affiliation—FDR suggested to Hoover that he claim to be “a Jeffersonian democrat”—Hoover declined and openly supported the Republican Party candidates—FDR then became the  VP candidate with Ohio governor James A. Cox but they lost in a landslide in a “return to normalcy”—Eleanor learned to campaign
· In August, 1921, as the stories about the Newport Scandal spread, FDR contracted polio at his house on Campobello Island—probably contracted it first at a Boy Scout camp in Bear Mountain, NY
The Election of 1924

Calvin Coolidge for the Republicans, where the Klan had some impact—platform included:

· Support for tax reductions and the limitation on government's role in American society; 

· Tariff protection for American industry, as provided in the recently enacted Fordney-McCumber Tariff; 

· U.S. participation in international arms reduction programs and membership in the World Court. 

John W. Davis, a conservative Democrat and corporate lawyer for JP Morgan, won the Democratic nomination on the 103rd ballot at the convention over Al Smith, and again the Klan had an impact—the Democratic –platform included:
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a graduated income tax; 

· tough enforcement of antitrust laws; 

· public works projects to alleviate unemployment; 

· farm relief with more accessible credit and crop price subsidies; 

· a tariff reduction; 

· Philippine Islands independence; 

· a referendum on the League of Nations
Robert “Fighting Bob” LaFollette of WI ran as candidate from the revived Progressive Party, with a platform of

· public management and conservation of natural resources; 

· government ownership of the railroads and power-generating resources; 

· acknowledgement of workers' right to unionize and bargain collectively; 

· elimination of child labor; 

· dissolution of monopolies; 

· curbs on the use of injunctions; 

· opposition to the conservative policies of Treasury Secretary Andrew Mellon. 
The leadership of the AFL supported LaFollette--On September 16, 1924, the AFL issued a press release stating that Coolidge and the Ku Klux Klan were “running neck and neck as the spokesmen of God and the Constitution.”--That same day, however, Mother Jones showed her support for President Coolidge by posing with him outside the White House—LaFollette got 17% of the vote, which the AFL officers considered “a disaster”
Electrification—the second industrial revolution—electrification also raised the issue of private vs. public ownership, a debate that would grow more intense during the New Deal when the TVA was proposed—Samuel Insull was originally a secretary to Thomas Edison and developed the structure of centralized power plants in Chicago at a time when wealthy families had their own generators—he got an exclusive franchise from the city of Chicago that federal and state regulation would recognize electric utilities as natural monopolies, allowing them to grow with little competition and to sell electricity to broader segments of the market—Insull also started Chicago’s first radio station—in Illinois, Insull had long battled with Harold L. Ickes over concerns that Insull was exploiting his customers. Upon the promotion of Ickes to Interior Secretary in 1933, Insull had a powerful foe in the Roosevelt administration. Insull controlled an empire of $500 million with only $27 million in equity. (Due to the highly-leveraged structure of Insull's holdings, he is sometimes wrongly credited with the invention of the holding company.) His holding company collapsed during the Great Depression, wiping out the life savings of 600,000 shareholders. This led to the enactment of the Public Utility Holding Company Act of 1935.

Mayor Tom Johnson of Cleveland in 1907 founded the Cleveland Public Power (previously known as Municipal Light, or Muny), founded in 1893—Johnson had become wealthy by inventing the fare box for streetcars but was influenced by the Henry George campaign and supported public ownership—CPP was to supplement the CEI private power company--
New products changed 

· work practices and locations

· productivity

· home life—gender roles—see chart on increase in refrigerators (GE, with Gerard Swope as president from 1922-1939, became a major supporter of electrification since it expanded consumer demand—Swope has worked for several years at Hull House and met his wife there) 

· leisure time

· culture—mass communications and a national culture—Allen claims that radio and the automobile were the major changes of the 1920s
· radios and radio stations: WWJ was first station in Detroit in 1920—in 1921, the first baseball broadcast—1922, the first radio commercial—factories expanded to produce radios and components (RCA, Philco)—in 1926, RCA created the National Broadcasting Co., headed by David Sarnoff--Coolidge's inauguration was the first presidential inauguration broadcast on radio and on  December 6, 1923, Coolidge was the first President whose address to Congress was broadcast on radio. On February 22, 1924, he became the first President of the United States to deliver a political speech on radio
· Movies—MGM created in 1924—40 million viewers/week in 1922 and 100 million in 1929—escapism—media socialization—
· Popular national idols—Charlie Chaplin, Babe Ruth, Jack Dempsey, Rudy Vallee, Charles Lindbergh—“the Lone Eagle”—“the stuff of legends”--

The cultural divide between urban and rural—the “hickeys”—Lum and Abner started their radio show in 1931--As the co-owners of the Jot 'em Down Store in the then-fictional town of Pine Ridge, Arkansas—the Grand Ole Opry was first broadcast in 1925 on WSM as a one-hour “radio barn dance” and people listened on radios hooked up to automobile batteries
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